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We need to be agile and quick to move.
We need to be able to send our troops on
the battlefields in places that many of us
never thought there would be a battlefield.
We need to be agile and mobile. And there-
fore, we need to replace aging aircraft and
get ready to be able to defend freedom with
the best equipment possible. Our men and
women deserve the best weapons, the best
equipment, and the best training. And there-
fore, I’ve asked Congress for a one-year in-
crease of more than $48 billion for national
defense, the largest increase in a generation.

We need one other thing. As I said, we
need to recruit and retain the best. This
budget I submitted has another military pay
raise for those who wear the uniform.

We’re unified in Washington on winning
this war. One way to express our unity is for
Congress to set the military budget, the de-
fense of the United States, as their number
one priority and fully fund my request. The
budget I submit recognizes the vital role the
military will play and recognizes we have only
one alternative, and that is victory.

One of the great honors I have is the op-
portunity to work with people in our military,
from the troops to the former pilot who
serves as the Secretary of Defense, Don
Rumsfeld, my administration’s matinee idol
for the seniors. [Laughter] I’ve also ap-
pointed an Air Force general as the Chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs. And he brings to
the job great discipline and duty and service
above self. I’m proud of General Myers.

The Air Force has a great ethic, a family
ethic. You stick together; you take care of
your own; and you bring out the best in each
other. And you know the stakes of this cause.
Our enemies want every person on Earth to
live in tyranny or live in fear. We seek a world
that lives in peace and freedom. And you
know what? There’s no doubt in my mind,
we’re going to prevail.

In the months and years to come, our Na-
tion will be asking much of the Air Force
and every branch of our military. You have
my confidence, because you’ve earned it. You
earn it every day in the difficulties you accept
and the dangers you face. You’re each here
to serve your country, and your country is
grateful. You’re here because you believe in
America, and America believes in you.

God bless.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:40 a.m. in the
King Hangar. In his remarks, he referred to Gov.
Jeb Bush of Florida; Brig. Gen. Robert W. ‘‘Ched
Bob’’ Chedister, USAF, commander, Air Arma-
ment Center; Gen. Lester L. Lyles, USAF, com-
mander, Air Force Materiel Command; Brig. Gen.
Thomas ‘‘Mark’’ Stogsdill, USAF, commander,
919th Special Operations Wing; and Lt. Gen. Paul
V. Hester, USAF, commander, Air Force Special
Operations Command.

Proclamation 7523—National
Consumer Protection Week, 2002
February 4, 2002

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Each year, we recognize the important

role played by public and private organiza-
tions in ensuring that the American con-
sumer is protected from unfair practices. The
theme of this year’s National Consumer Pro-
tection Week is ‘‘Consumer Confidential:
The Privacy Story.’’ By focusing on consumer
privacy and the protection of personal infor-
mation, this week will help Americans learn
more about securing their personal informa-
tion and preserving privacy.

Advances in computer technology have en-
abled the more efficient use of information,
which has benefitted society as a whole and
individual consumers in particular. Ameri-
cans now enjoy better access to credit and
financial services, shopping choices, and edu-
cational resources. However, as personal in-
formation becomes more accessible, con-
sumers, corporations, and government agen-
cies must take precautions against the misuse
of that information.

One of the most harmful abuses of per-
sonal information is identity theft. This oc-
curs when someone steals a Social Security
number, a birth date, or some other impor-
tant piece of personal information to open
new, fraudulent charge accounts, to order
merchandise, or to borrow money. Victims
usually find out about such frauds when col-
lection agencies pursue them for payment on
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these illegally created accounts, or they are
denied credit because of unpaid debts ac-
crued by identity thieves.

While vigorous law enforcement is vital to
preventing the misuse of personal informa-
tion, consumer education is the first line of
defense against this kind of fraud and decep-
tion. An educated consumer is a confident
consumer; and it is confident consumers who
drive the economy of our Nation.

A number of public and private entities
are joining forces this year to highlight con-
sumer education efforts throughout the Na-
tion. These efforts will help consumers learn
more about securing personal information
and privacy issues. The entities involved in-
clude the following: the Federal Trade Com-
mission, the National Association of Con-
sumer Agency Administrators, the National
Consumers League, the American Associa-
tion of Retired Persons, the Better Business
Bureau, the Consumer Federation of Amer-
ica, the U.S. Postal Service, the U.S. Postal
Inspection Service, the National Association
of Attorneys General, and the Federal Con-
sumer Information Center. These groups will
help consumers understand how information
and privacy issues affect their lives and the
decisions they make in the marketplace.

During National Consumer Protection
Week, I encourage all Americans to learn
more about ways to safeguard their personal
information, recognize fraudulent tele-
marketers, and identify fraudulent e-mail.
Through these measures, individuals can bet-
ter protect their financial security and ulti-
mately contribute to the long-term strength
of our economy.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim February 3
through 9, 2002, as National Consumer Pro-
tection Week. I call upon Government offi-
cials, industry leaders, and consumer advo-
cates to provide consumers information
about the use and misuse of personal infor-
mation. This will help safeguard the eco-
nomic future of all Americans.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fourth day of February, in the
year of our Lord two thousand two, and of

the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., February 6, 2002]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on February 7.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on the
National Emergency With Respect to
Iraq
February 4, 2002

To the Congress of the United States:
As required by section 401(c) of the Na-

tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c),
and section 204(c) of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C.
1703(c), I am providing a 6-month periodic
report prepared by my Administration on the
national emergency with respect to Iraq that
was declared in Executive Order 12722 of
August 2, 1990.

George W. Bush

The White House,
February 4, 2002.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting an Extension of the
China-United States Fisheries
Agreement
February 4, 2002

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with the Magnuson-Stevens

Fishery Conservation and Management Act
(16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.), I transmit herewith
an Agreement between the United States of
America and the Government of the People’s
Republic of China extending the Agreement
of June 24, 1985, Concerning Fisheries Off
the Coasts of the United States, with annex,
as extended (the ‘‘1985 Agreement’’). The
present Agreement, which was effected by
an exchange of notes in Beijing on April 6
and July 17, 2001, extends the 1985 Agree-
ment to July 1, 2004.
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